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Gifts and Grants

Thank you to the following for their generous donations to
support the History Center.

The Roosters received support from Automotive Recyclers
$500, Bill Beaupre’s Early Bird Softball Tournament $400,
Murphy’s Landing $250, US Bank $200, and Chiropractic
First Wellness Center $150.

The Cemetery Walk received support from the Dison
family $250, Athena Seale $250, the Rucker family $250,
Alan Calavano $200, Yaggy Colby Associates $84, HGA,
Inc. $84, and McGhie & Betts Environmental Services,
Inc $84.

Mayowood Family Festival received support from Edina
Realty $250, Smith, Schafer & Associates, Lid. $250,
Sargent’s Landscape Nursery, Inc. $250, Pace Dairy of
Rochester $250, Custom Alarm $100, Dunlap & Seeger,
P.A. $100, Bird, Jacobsen & Stevens, P.C. $100.

The History Center also received $2500 from Ellerbe
Becket to support the Pill Hill Walking Tour and $100
from the Civil War Round Table.

AAA

Equipment Needed

The maintenance department is looking for a more economical
method of getting around the

site and Mayowood too. Short trips can be hard on the truck
and rather expensive, too. We would like something like a
JD Gator, golf cart, or similar vehicle. This could be gas or
electric powered cart. It could also come to us as ‘needing
some care’.

Please contact Wayne Smith at HCOC (282-9447) if you
know of a potential item. Donations are much appreciated.

AAA

Volunteers will begin preparing Mayowood
for Christmas Tours soon.

Volunteers Needed

for the Mayowood
Christmas Tours

Telephone reservationist: hours flexible at the
History Center. Room docents during the tours,
hours flexible.  Training provided. Call Barb at
507-282-9447. AAA
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An Article of Historical Interest

The following article appeared in the Daily Post and Record on February 28, 1923.
Do you suppose this was a legitimate find or a con artist’s scam?

Source: Daily Post and Record, February 28, 1923, page 1

ROCHESTER MAY BECOME CENTER OF VAST
OIL INDUSTRY IN NEAR FUTURE

Extensive Survey of Land Lying South of City Shows Indications of Potential Oil Producing Soil
EXPERTS SAY SURFACE PROSPECTS AS GOOD AS SOUTHWEST OIL FIELDS

Immediate Results of Preliminary
Investigation Will be Invitation to
Rochester Business Men to Invest
in Project to Develop Oil Wells in
Rochester, Kalmar, Haverhill, Marion,
Farmington and Cascade Townships
Where Drilling Will be Carried on;
Engineer Recommends Three Wells be
Sunk; Oil Leakage Discovered at Eight
Different Localities; Accompanying
Discovery of Natural Gas Would be of
Inestimable Benefit to Rochester

That the city of Rochester and the
townships of Cascade, Kalmar,
Haverhill and Farmington may be in
a rich oil and gas belt was officially
revealed today in the report of T.
C. Jones, nationally known mining
engineer, and the findings of H.
Hinshaw of Minneapolis,
geologist, sent to this territory by the
state geological department at St. Paul.
Mr. Hinshaw’s findings in this section,
based on an exhaustive investigation
the last month, will be followed by a
full report in a few days.

state

Oil was found in leakage’s on the
surface of land in eight different places
by Mr. Jones, who stated today that
the only sane procedure was to sink
three holes in the richest territory.
“Oil is only found at the end of a drill,”
said the expert engineer this morning,
“The wells need not be put down over
2,000 feet untl Mississippi granite is
struck. I am of the firm conviction
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that the residents of Olmsted county
will see not a small amount of oil, but
gushers.”

The engineer said today also that the
city of Rochester laid exactly over
the same type of geographical and
geological strata as the famous oil
center of Bradford, Penn.

The immediate results of the favorable
report of the mining engineer and
geological expert will be placed in the
hands of Rochester business men and
those owning or leasing acreage’s in the
townships examined. The possibilities
of the situation will be laid clearly
before them after the final report of
the state geological expert, and the
proposition of sinking three wells in
spots indicated by the state expert
more fully explained. This involves
no stock selling issues or corporation
forming.

“It will be a big thing for the county
of Olmsted,” said the mining engineer
this morning, “and in the range of all
my experience, I have never seen a
territory that possessed on the surface
greater possibilities for the finding of
both oil and gas.”

According to Mr. Jones, the finding of
gas would be even a greater thing to
the city of Rochester than the finding
of oil. The engineer thought the city
was most favorably situated for the use
of the natural gas and drew outlines of
some of the cities which had developed
the use of natural gas.

T. C. Jones is an engineer of national
reputation who came here some time
ago for treatment at the Mayo clinic.
Even before he had thought of going
to Rochester, stories from engineers
of Alaska, Mexico and western coast
authorities had reached him concerning
the apparent possibilities for oil in this
particular section of the country. At
a later date Mr. Jones arrived here
and in his leisure time undertook to
substantiate the reports that had come
to him. He was amazed at what he
found and told newspaper men this
morning that he had been on the
ground in the foremost oil fields of
Oklahoma, Louisiana, California and
castern points and that the geology
of the country here corresponded to
every prophecy of oil known to the
engineer.

Jones was still further amazed and
surprised to find that although the
county as a whole had been at times
faintly aware of these indications noting
had ever been done to develop it.
He immediately obtained an audience
with several Rochester business men
and farmers and outlined to them what
he had found. The areas were gone
over again with many of the citizens on
hand and the prospect noted in detail.

This mining engineer, however,
although he had the best geologist in
the United States pass on his structures,
was not satisfied until the services of a
Minnesota geologist were obtained.
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ROCHESTER MAY BECOME CENTER OF EXTENSIVE

OIL DEVELOPMENT

Survey of Land South of City Shows Every Indication Of a Producing Field; Engineer and State
Geologist Present Very Favorable Report Today

In his preliminary work and findings,
Mr. Hinshaw, the expert sent down
from St. Paul, was also amazed at
the obvious oil belt which seemed
to be outlined so clearly through the
townships. He went over the territory
several times and found actual oil
leakages in eight different places. He
is now in St. Paul making out a final
report which will be submitted to the
business men of this city.

This report will be accompanied by
maps showing the different levels and
locating by indications just where the
wells ought to be put down. The fact
alone that a state geologist has gone so
far as to express an opinion that wells
ought to be sunk near Rochester, will
be a big factor in bringing immediate
action and energy among the business
men of this city and the county.

Jones states in his report that the
history of the wells drilled in the
areas outlined in the townships of
Marion, Rochester, Cascade, Kalmar
and Haverhill show that they were
drilled for water and not for oil.

The engineer this morning gave his
frank opinion to Rochester newspaper
men and handed them a detailed
duplicate of his report which shows
to what extent he examined the land.
The report states:

Gentleman:

I have made a thorough engineering study of structural conditions and probabilities of
finding o0il and gas on your block of acreages located in Marion, Rochester, Cascade,

Kalmar, Haverhill and Farmington townships. This area consists of several thousand acres
in the above townships. The history of wells drilled within the general area was gone into

as far as possible. My work shows a large domelike structure, the crest of which NW of
SE portion of SE part exile of the structural NE and SW extending to the NE. The wells
drilled were, in my opinion, in the and, if I am correctly informed, they were
drilled for water and not for oil and gas. They hit what I consider the top of the first shale
and there stopped at 960 feet. In my opinion, had they gone deeper, there would have been

a great change, as I think they were nearing the top of the first or second sand.

My work shows there is a large domelike structure, the crest of which I find in the NW
of section and the eastern portion of the exile structure is a NW and SE extending to the
NW an undetermined distance. The structure is crossed at the highest point of the dome to
the right angle of the exile of the crossed fold. The results are one of the best likely looking
structures I have found and I feel they are exact, or they are as near as I have found in the
Kansas or Oklahoma fields which have been proven our by drill tests and thar is the only
sure test that can be given and these acreages are well located, in fact, you have shown rare
judgment in placing and blocking of your leases. Structural conditions are all that could be
desired in my opinion as an engineer. Unfortunately, however, structural conditions do not
always guarantee the sand or bodies, but sand found sand proper geological conditions are
nearly always commercially productive. Wells that have been drilled in this vicinity have
been drilled only to a shallow depth. One could not expect to find oil or gas, as they were
drilled only for water. In my experience no block of acreages and no block on paper is of
any value, unless the producing sands are found in the structures. It is true however, that
good structures of this kind warrant the spending of wildcat money and not every structure
makes an oil field, any more than every ore chute makes a mine, but structures of this kind
that you are endeavoring to develop are very rare and if you get any production, I look for
a field second to none.

1 submit this report to you, gentlemen, with the approval I hope, of a geologist which I do
not represent myself to be, yet I have had experience in the 0il and gas fields and have run
out several structures which have proven up very satisfactorily, which, in my opinion, one
of the best geologists in the United States had passed on the structure I had been over and
each structure has proven satisfactory to my associates and myself. The geologists should feel
proud and there is no question in my mind but what he does feel proud of going over the
structure which I had selected. In that event he located on the leases or structures which
1 had blocked together, located a well, and made a very good hit. It was his judgment as
to the location of the well we drilled that I had formerly made examinations of the entire
contour of the county.

1 hope this report meets with the approval of a real geologist.
TOM C. JONES, M. E. Joplin, Mo.
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