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By Krista Lewis, Archivist, CA

In general, I’m not one who likes surprises. Yet
some of my favorite moments on the job or in
doing historical research are the ones that I don’t
see coming. And what’s surprising about that is it
happens a lot here at the History Center. Here are
just a few examples. 

The first is from one of the first projects I tackled,
and it remains one of my favorite documents in
the collection. It’s what appears to be a military
press release about maneuvers and operations in
Korea, which I came across while organizing the
Mayo Family Papers. Upon careful reading,
however, you quickly realize it’s all double
entendres or innuendos. 

You may think it odd that such a raunchy thing
would be a favorite collection item, but it is
because it’s so very human. History is often
equated with being stiff, boring, dry – any number
of synonyms for “uninteresting”. But history is
created by humans, and we do and say stupid
things on a daily basis just to make the people
around us laugh. Someone 70-odd years ago took
the time to draft a legitimate looking and rather
creative narrative of off-color jokes just to amuse
their friends. And now it’s in an archive! 

Finally, the last example certainly wasn’t intended
to be funny when it was created. It’s a one line
“Warning” printed in the Post and Record on June
4, 1870, in which George Stoppel, whose big red
barn we’re currently rehabilitating, tells readers
not to trust his son and he won’t pay his debts for
him. 

Maybe it’s just me, but the passage of 155 years has
cast this in a more amusing light, and it makes the
characters, who were of course real people, all the
more relatable. What says “tough love dad” more
than getting fed up and calling your son out in the
newspaper? 

We often think of the future as the realm of
surprises and the unexpected, but clearly the past
still has a few things hidden up its sleeve. 

The second is a photograph of a youth hockey
team from 1977-78. It was one of 338 such photos
donated in 2022. The cataloging process can
become repetitive when you’re dealing with so
much similar content, so I’m pretty sure I laughed
out loud when I took a close look at this one. On
the far right in the second row, one of the players
strategically hid the lower half of his face behind
the player in front of him. And to the left of that
player’s head, you can see a golden can of Miller
beer. Teenagers, am I right?
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